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Thirty-six year-old Chris Burchell has suffered from
Crohn’s disease his entire adult life.  A mechanic
by trade, Chris had been on TennCare because his

Crohn’s disease made him uninsurable.  Because his income
exceeded the federal poverty guidelines, however, he was
dropped from TennCare and left without a medical home.
After hearing about InterFaith from a friend, Chris enrolled
as a patient.

     Chris’s Crohn’s disease
caused blood clots in his lungs,
resulting in multiple bouts with
pneumonia.  In fact, in the two
years prior to coming to
InterFaith, Chris battled pneumo-
nia 10 times.  A CT scan re-
vealed a nodule in his lung,
probably caused by recurring
bouts with pneumonia.
     At a check-up at InterFaith,
nurse practitioner Jenny Miller

recommended a follow-up CT scan to recheck the nodule in
Chris’s lung.  The CT scan revealed a large cancerous mass,
known as a thymoma, in Chris’s upper chest.  “Had we not
been following this nodule,” Miller said, “we never would’ve
found this mass.”

     InterFaith quickly
arranged for Chris to
have the tumor
removed.  Dr.
Raymond A. Dieter,
III, a cardiothoracic
surgeon at University
Heart Surgeons, and
Dr. Kevin

Martinolich, a pulmonologist
at University Pulmonary
and Critical Care, were
both instrumental in Chris’s
care.  Dr. Dieter and Dr.
Martinolich are both
participants in InterFaith’s
network of volunteer
specialists, a group of over
400 physicians and sur-
geons who have agreed to
treat InterFaith’s patients in

their private offices and charge according to
InterFaith’s sliding fee scale.
     Doctors removed the tumor from the sac around
Chris’s lungs, and then Chris received radiation therapy
administered by Dr. Robert Bertoli, a radiation oncolo-
gist at UT Medical Center.  Fortunately for Chris, the
recurrence rate for his type of cancer is very slim.
       Although Chris still battles Crohn’s disease, he’s
grateful that he’s now tumor-free.  In addition to being
thankful for InterFaith’s role in his care, Chris says
he’s grateful to God and to his
family and friends for their
support throughout his illness.
“If I hadn’t been coming to
InterFaith and they hadn’t
been consistent in finding the
problem I wouldn’t be alive
today,” Chris said.  After
years of suffering from
various medical conditions,
Chris says he’s “ready to
retire from being sick.”
     Chris is just one of thousands of patients whose
lives are changed each year at InterFaith.  Your
partnership with InterFaith ensures that our
hardworking neighbors without health insurance can
receive quality health care at a cost they can afford.
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Mission Statement
To provide accessible, afford-
able, and quality health care to
the low-income, working
uninsured, primarily through the
support of the religious, health
care, and business communities.

Corporate Board of Directors

Foundation Board of Directors

Dental Volunteers  - As more and
more patients seek dental care at
InterFaith, the Dental Clinic is in need of
volunteer dentists to perf orm general
dentistry as well as extractions. Contact
Donna Barker at 546-7330.

Opportunities to Raise Awareness
about InterFaith  - I s your club,
church, or neighborhood group looking
for a speaker?  An InterFaith represen-
tative would be happy to inf orm others
of the clinic’s services and needs.
Contact Nina Bowling at 546-7330.

Dental Supplies  - I nterFaith’s Dental
Clinic also needs individually wrapped
toothbrushes, toothpaste, and floss.
Contact Donna Barker at 546-7330.

Financial Support - One of the most
important w ays you can support
InterFaith is by providing financial
support.  The average cost of one
patient visit is $55.  Patients pay an
average of $15, making the cost to the
clinic $40.  Every $40 you donate will
provide for one patient encounter.

How Can I Help InterFaith?

continued on next page

     Thanksgiving has come and gone.
Did we give thanks?  Or did we wish
we had more?  Our forefathers had a
choice.  They could celebrate the
harvest or they could retreat to their
cabins in fear of the winter they were
facing.  At this point, they knew how
fierce a winter could be in this new
land.  They had endured and lost
many loved ones.  But they chose to
celebrate, share their harvest with one
another, and face the storms head-on.
     We are entering a
season that we refer to
as a holy time.  Our
ancestors set aside this
time of year to cel-
ebrate our faith.  Our
hope, our assurance
that someone is watch-
ing out for us, our
peace to know that it will all be okay.
For me, that is found in Christ Jesus.
Some of you place your faith in other
beliefs.  But, I have a question for all
of us.  As we enter this holy time of
year, are we celebrating hope?  Do
we have peace that everything will be
okay?  Or are we concentrating on
401(k)s that have shrunk?  Are we
stressed over presents we can’t

afford because our pay checks are
smaller?
     It is easy to give thanks when the
harvest is bountiful.  It is harder
when you know rough times are
around the corner or maybe already
here.  But our forefathers did.
     It is easy to celebrate faith, have
hope, and face tomorrow with
peace when everything is going well.
But in tough times, do peace and
hope go out the door?  If they do,

my question is, “Do we really
have faith?”
     It is a struggle for us right
now.  There is greater need and
fewer resources.  We readily
acknowledge that tough times
are here and even tougher times
are just around the corner.  We
are preparing to lose 25% –

30% of our revenue next year.  It is
not only tough times, but it is time
for us to make tough decisions.
     However, we are thankful for all
the people you have helped us to
touch.  We don’t know how many
we will be able to help next year
due to limited resources, but we are
thankful for those we will be able to
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Executive Director

This holiday season, give the gift of healing by honoringThis holiday season, give the gift of healing by honoringThis holiday season, give the gift of healing by honoringThis holiday season, give the gift of healing by honoringThis holiday season, give the gift of healing by honoring
your loved ones with a gift to the InterFaith Health Clinic.your loved ones with a gift to the InterFaith Health Clinic.your loved ones with a gift to the InterFaith Health Clinic.your loved ones with a gift to the InterFaith Health Clinic.your loved ones with a gift to the InterFaith Health Clinic.

A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,
friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.

Clearly list the names and addresses of those you wish to honor.  Also, pleaseClearly list the names and addresses of those you wish to honor.  Also, pleaseClearly list the names and addresses of those you wish to honor.  Also, pleaseClearly list the names and addresses of those you wish to honor.  Also, pleaseClearly list the names and addresses of those you wish to honor.  Also, please
include how you want your name to appear on the honor card sent to theinclude how you want your name to appear on the honor card sent to theinclude how you want your name to appear on the honor card sent to theinclude how you want your name to appear on the honor card sent to theinclude how you want your name to appear on the honor card sent to the

recipient.  Each honoree will recieve an attractive holiday card, the inside ofrecipient.  Each honoree will recieve an attractive holiday card, the inside ofrecipient.  Each honoree will recieve an attractive holiday card, the inside ofrecipient.  Each honoree will recieve an attractive holiday card, the inside ofrecipient.  Each honoree will recieve an attractive holiday card, the inside of
which is pictured below:which is pictured below:which is pictured below:which is pictured below:which is pictured below:

In the spirit of thisIn the spirit of thisIn the spirit of thisIn the spirit of thisIn the spirit of this
joyous seasonjoyous seasonjoyous seasonjoyous seasonjoyous season

a donation has been made to thea donation has been made to thea donation has been made to thea donation has been made to thea donation has been made to the
InterFaith Health ClinicInterFaith Health ClinicInterFaith Health ClinicInterFaith Health ClinicInterFaith Health Clinic

in honor ofin honor ofin honor ofin honor ofin honor of

bybybybyby

A minimum $20 donation per
honoree is suggested.

Mail honorariums
(including honoree addresses) to:

InterFaith Health Clinic
Attn: Honorariums

315 Gill Ave.
Knoxville, TN 37917

The front says “Happy Holidays”.
Acutal card size is 4 1/4” x 5 1/2”.

help.  People’s lives are changed
because each of you have chosen
to share in your harvest, even
when that harvest is not bountiful.
     We have peace.  We know
that we are leaving no stone
unturned in meeting the needs of
those who walk through our
doors.  You can have the assur-
ance that we will be here.  We will
keep our nose to the grindstone;
we will go the extra mile.
     My prayer for you during this time is that your
faith will sustain you in whatever your circumstances
might be and that your faith would be renewed

during this time and not trampled by
the stress of the season.
     My hope is threefold – that you
will continue to share your harvest
with our patients, that we can face the
cold winter head-on together, and
that we will all have the peace of
knowing that at the end of the day,
we have done everything we could.



A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,A gift to InterFaith is the perfect way to remember your colleagues,
friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.friends, and family members during this special time of year.

The front says “Happy Holidays”.
Acutal card size is 4 1/4” x 5 1/2”.
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     FOCUS ON OUR VOLUNTEERS  - Dr. Robert Whittle

   The following is a short testimonial f rom Dr. Robert Whitt le -
not only about his dedication to I nterFaith, but also about his
philosophy on volunteering.  Dr. Whitt le was in family practice
for 29 years before he retired and has been volunteering at
InterFaith for18 years.

    I w as asked to wri te a small note as to why I v olunteer at the
InterFaith Health Clinic.  The main reason is that I enjo y the
interaction with patients f or the most part.  Oc casionally,
there is an encounter that aggravates me, but 95% or mor e
are very pleasant.  As a volunteer, I ha ve the time to talk to
patients and explain about their condi tion and what we ar e
trying to accomplish with the pr escribed medication.  Many
times in private practice, you don’t have that luxury of time to
talk and explain.

    I f eel that every person who lives in a city or community
where you derive your living owes back to that ci ty some volunteer time f or the bet terment of
everyone, whether you are a teacher, a law enforcement officer, a lawyer, or a doctor.  There
is some program or activity available to all.

   Your mind and your body are like any piece of equipment – either use them and keep them in
shape or don’t use them and lose the ability.  The choice is up to each individual.  I choose to
volunteer.  When you go out the back door to lea ve, you have a good feeling that y ou have
helped someone today in the area where you made your living for 30 years.

Robert Whittle, M.D.Robert Whittle, M.D.Robert Whittle, M.D.Robert Whittle, M.D.Robert Whittle, M.D.
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Humana Foundation Supports InterFaith
     InterFaith was recently
chosen as a recipient of an
economic recovery grant
from the Humana Founda-
tion.  In an effort to support
local nonprofits that are
facing financial challenges
due to the economic
situation, the Humana
Foundation earmarked
$100,000 to support
safety-net services such as
food, shelter, and critical
aid for families.

     InterFaith was
fortunate to receive a
$25,000 grant to
provide health care for
approximately 625
individuals.  InterFaith,
along with five other
nonprofit recipients, was
recognized at an awards
ceremony on November
17th at the Foundry.
     InterFaith is grateful
to the Humana Founda-
tion for investing in the

health of our community
by investing in the health
of its uninsured
workforce.

Executive Director Melissa Knight accepts the
$25,000 check from the Humana Foundation
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Gifts-in-KindGifts-in-KindGifts-in-KindGifts-in-KindGifts-in-Kind
Donated goods and services help us keep operating costs low.  We received gifts

from these friends between July 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009.

The Gift Goes On...The Gift Goes On...The Gift Goes On...The Gift Goes On...The Gift Goes On...

Mary Acuff
Gene Hankins
Neal Brand
Jeff Chambers
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Whittle
Asa Ambrister
Carolyn & Jack Nelson
Wallace Baumann
Constance Hewitt
Walter Best
Joseph Harb
Patricia Clark Booher
Dr. & Mrs. Monte Broome
Pat Booker
JoAnne Stansberry
Frank Claiborne
Jean Hunley
Dorothy Roehl Cook
Margaret H. Dempster
Carolyn Cox
Ruth Lundin
John Crawley
Bryan & Susan Forbes

Betty Campbell
Mike Childress
Jo Cochran
Family of David Cooper
Laura Cooper
Dr. Harold Diftler
Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Drs. Scott & Jennifer
     Forbes
Crissy Rose
Gary & Paulette
     Anderson
Robert & Mary Pospisil
David & Lucy Smith
Dick Penner
Liz & Zeno Brown
Susan Becker
James & Judy Mebane
John & Jeanie Wampler
Nathan & MaryLee
     Bigger
J.T. Dooley
Owen E. McKamey
William T. Dooley
John Drumheller
Mrs. Mary M.
     Newberry
William M. Tate
Fred A. Rose
Robert A. Schmid
Hop & Fay Bailey

Bill Dye
Mrs. Mildred Edington
Robert A. Ellis, Jr.
Jean Akers Ellis
Margar et Evans
Dr. & Mrs. Earl
     Keister, Jr.
Rickey Evans
Mrs. Kathleen Kilcliffe
Miss Hester Freeman
Rev. Jim & MaryAnn
     Harless
Dr. Abner Glover
Dr. Robert Scott
     Howard
Mary Lue Johnson
Sandra McGuire
Bob Gluck
Trudy Dreyer
Dr. G. Turner Howard,
     Jr.
Mrs. Sue Howard
Helen Kaufman
Harvey Kaufman

In Memory Of...

Mark Hartzler
Richard Jones
Howard Johnson
Paul Mees
Jerry Millsaps
Melody Peters
Madalon Sexton

Ashley Sullivan, D.D.S.
TN Cancer Specialists
James Truan
Patricia Varhol
Jane Wade
Brenda Williams

A donation to InterFaith can be made in memory or in honor of friends and loved ones.  Contributions for
birthdays, anniversaries, or as a special way of saying thank you to someone will support the ministry of InterFaith.

If you are doing estate planning, please remember that a charitable bequest in your will is an excellent way to
provide financial help to the InterFaith Health Clinic and effect tax savings for your estate.  InterFaith received

the following memorials, honorariums, and donations between July 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009.

Michael Jeffrey Keel
Harry & Dottie Stickley
Elizabeth Kerbo
David J. Harris, Jr.
Dale Mayo
Mrs. Elizabeth Lee
Josephine Marcum
Jane Ellen Dempster
Lamar C. Dempster
Jess Mitchell
John & Dolly Caldwell
Thomas Dean
Paul J. Murphy, Jr.
Nelson (Doug) Tate
Dr. & Mrs. Chris Brooks
Paul Pfleeger
Ethel Wittenberg
Robert A. Schmid
Frieda Sims
Harry Secrist
Nancy & Frank Harrington
Dr. Joe Spengler
Mr. & Mrs. Joe McAfee
William Tate
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 In Honor Of....

From the heart...

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
     Arnold
Mrs. Dannell Harb
Dr. & Mrs. Grady Arnold
Bette Bryan
Wilma Berggren
Mark Evans D.M.D.
Gena Evans
Dr. Robert Gilber tson
Dr. & Mrs. Charles
     Sienknecht
Rev. Dixie Lea Petrey
Jean Byrne
Mr . and Mrs. Skloff
Mr. and Mrs. Larry
     Silverstein

Donna D. Kerr
Wright Tisdale
Gloria K. Nelson
Theresa Lamm Ungs
Thomas D. Ungs
Paul Warwick
Colonel Eugene Weeks
Jeanette Carlson
Wright Tisdale
Parkey Strader
Bill Tate
Joyce Brakebill
Lawrence Gregory
Margaret Loy
Lowell Giffen
Mrs. Betty Smith
Dr. Michael Wyatt
Mary Shafter
Dorothy Hutton
Lee Congleton
Daphine Stooksbury
Fred Rose
Henrietta Pugh
Elaine Hasson
Ralph (Bud) Davidson
Dwight & Gloria Kessel

Dan & Carolyn Alexander
Drs. Tony & Debbie Allen
David & Konnie Anderson
Asbury United Methodist
     Church
Frank S. Balaban, D.D.S.,
     M.S., P.C.
Eleanor Barker
Bearden Lions Club
Richard & Sharalyn Blattner
Richard & Sue Boughner
Bevan W. Brown, Jr.
Elizabeth Burman
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence
     Bushkell, Jr.
Carr Rehab
Joyce W. Carver
Cathedral of the Sacred
     Heart of Jesus
Central Baptist Bearden
Church Street United
     Methodist Church
Alan Cheatham
Judy Trentham & Mike
     Cherry
City of Knoxville
Clayton Family Foundation
Alice Conlin
Omer & Hazel Davis
Janna DeVente
William Donegan
Trudy Dreyer
Dana Durfee
Eastminster Presbyterian
     Church
Estate of Margaret Harb
Farragut Presbyterian
     Church
Fellowship Church
First Presbyterian Church

Doug & Debbie Ford
Fountain City United
     Methodist Church
Henry & Jean Frandsen
Mellon A. Fry, Jr., M.D.
Robert Glinski
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Dr. & Mrs. R.C. Gonzalez
Grigsby Chapel United
     Methodist Women
Thomas & Penn Grove
Joseph & Danielle Haas
Frank Harrington
Holston Conference of the
    United Methodist Church
Dr. & Mrs. Charles
    Huddleston
John XXIII University
    Parish
Karen Josvanger
Paul & Norma Kelley
Rebecca Kimmel
A. Bernhard Kliefoth, III, MD
Knoxville Beverage Co.
Knox County, Tennessee
Larry & Barbara Lee
Mary Luper
Stephen & Nancy Major
Ed & Lynda May
Jim McCollum
Robert & Marjorie McLean
John & Diane McMahon
Mercy Health Partners
Meriweather Capital
Messiah Evangelical
     Lutheran Church
Crystal R. Newman
Ruth Newsom
David & Deborah
     Oleshansky
Paddison Foundation
Dick Penner
Paul & Margaret Pinckney

Robert & Mary Pospisil
Irmentraud Powell
William D. Powell, D.D.S.,
     M.S., P.C.
Presbytery of East
     Tennessee
Mrs. Fred Ramsey
Regal Entertainment Group
Costa & Barbara Regas
Bradley & Terry Richardson
Pat & Phil Rugg
Smithwood Baptist Church,
     Joy Class
Smithwood Baptist Church,
     Mary Martha Class
Smoky Mountain Region
     Combined Federal
     Campaign
St. Francis Episcopal Church
St. George Greek Orthodox
     Church
Dr. & Mrs. C. M. Stiefel
Stock Creek Baptist Church
David & Karen Stripling
SunCoke Energy, Inc.
Samuel & Linda Taylor
Forrest Tompkins
Barney & Karou Tullock
United Way of Chester
     County
United Way of Greater
     Knoxville
University Health System
University Parish
University Orthopedic Clinic
Deborah LaRue Valentine
Victory Chapel Baptist Church
William & Cheryl Wade
Cherie O’Brien Williams
E. Prentys Word, Jr.
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     Ashley Peery and Katherine “Kat” Murphy,  second-year students from the UT College
of Social Work’s master’s program, are interning at the clinic this year under the direction
of David Miller, LCSW.  They will work at the clinic 24 hours each week providing mental
health care and social services.
     Ashley’s tendencies toward compassion and firsthand experiences with individuals with
mental disorders and drug and alcohol abuse led him to social work as his life’s vocation.
After graduation, he plans to work as a therapist at Cornerstone of Recovery and begin
pursing his LCSW degree.   Kat, who says her background and personal experiences also
inspired her to become a social worker, desires to help people improve their situations and
work through emotional struggles.



Did you
know that...
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- Tennessee is home to approximately one million
   uninsured residents?

-  Many of InterFaith’s patients are in temporary cir-
   cumstances and need the clinic only for a short time?

-  Medical costs are a frequent cause of bankruptcy?

-  InterFaith has become a repository and distribution point for donated medical equipment and supplies?

-  Every patient that recieves services at InterFaith pays something for his or her care?  Medical and dental
   services are charged according to a sliding fee scale, and eyeglasses, prescription medications, and counseling
   sessions are provided for a flat fee.

- Approximately 91% of the clinic’s income goes directly to patient care?

- About 92% of the medications distributed at the clinic are donated?

- Last year, InterFaith filled 12,272 prescriptions and distributed them
   to patients for a flat $5 handling fee?

-  Over 92% of InterFaith’s staff are volunteers?  The clinic operates
    with a small paid staff augmented by a large network of on-site and
    off-site volunteers.

- InterFaith treated its 20,000th patient this year?

- All three area hospital systems work closely with the clinic, providing lab work and accepting patients for
   hospitalization and diagnostic tests using the clinic’s sliding
   fee scale?

- Thanks to InterFaith’s extensive network of specialists,
    InterFaith’s patients have access to every area of
    specialty care available in Knoxville?

-  InterFaith is the only clinic in the area offering compre-
     hensive health care services?

-  Speakers are available to tell your organization about the
   clinic?

Last year, InterFaith
provided $2.8 million
in donated health care?



The InterF aith Health Clinic is pr oud to be a United
Wa y of  Gr ea ter Kno xville member a genc y.

The InterFaith

315 Gill Avenue
Knoxville, TN  37917

This facility receives funding from the State of Tennessee

Health Clinic

ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
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Mar k y our calendar s no w f or t he 5t h-annual Doc R ock
for Healt h , a battle of t he bands e vent benef itting
local charities, including InterFaith Health Clinic.

When: F r ida y, Febr uar y 26t h
Wher e: The Cider House (adjacent t o Valar ium)

Time: 7pm

Each band will perform a 45-minute set. The band
wit h t he mos t audience suppor t wins! T ic ke ts can be
pur chased at t he door .  Call 5 46-7330 f or mor e inf o.


